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Free asphalt
spurs paving
in Bolinas
by Dave Reed
The possibility of paving the neighborhood roads of the Mesa has sprung up in
Bolinas once again. Though the topic has
long been controversial, no one seems to
be complaining this time around.
Last week, a heap of recycled asphalt
worth $100,00 was dropped off—for free.
“It’s a huge gift to the community,”
said Andrew Blake, vice president of
Mesa Park. “I have been working on
these roads, trying to improve them for
20 years. To say there are happy people
Please turn to page 10

The turkey trot was a popular dance around the turn of the twentieth century. It earned its name for mimicking
the bird’s short, jerky steps. This courting couple is at Gospel Flat Farms in Bolinas. Photo by G. Meyer
COMMENTARY /4

Cooking as an act of
environmental regard
HEALTH & FITNESS /7

Stress can lead to disease,
insomnia and low libido
POLITICS /10

Norman Solomon on
Obama and ideology

Art lover’s guide to Proust
byJacoba Charles
There are 300 references to paintings
in Marcel Proust’s seven-volume novel
In Search of Lost Time, and Eric Karpeles
knows them all.
“I don’t think there’s anything missing,”
Karpeles said about the amount of detail in
his recently published book, Paintings in
Proust. He was barefoot on the deck of his
home in Bolinas, sipping coffee on a Monday morning. “I wanted to err on the side of
having more rather than less.”
The project began as simple curiosity,
melding his loves of art and of the daunting
French novel. As he re-read the series for

the fifth time, Karpeles began to slip scraps
of paper between the pages at every reference to a painting.
“It’s such a rich tapestry of ideas, images
and philosophy. I have a lifetime of experience with this book, and there were references that I still couldn’t come up with,”
said Karpeles, a sturdy man with an easy
smile. “At some point, I realized, ‘This is
a book.’”
The result is a colorful and densely compact companion guide to Proust’s work.
Every page offers a passage from In Search
of Lost Time that includes mention of a
Please turn to page 22

Zoning fiasco
finally over
by Dave Reed
Following months of negotiation,
Anna Francis will finally be able to build
her house and two barns on McDonald
Lane in Point Reyes Station. The approval
granted by the Marin Planning Commission on Monday ended a permitting saga
that started in August when arbitrary
changes were made to her initial development plan.
A quirk of county regulations allows
the Marin Deputy Zoning Administrator (DZA) to tweak applications at will.
This is what happened to Francis after a
neighbor appealed her original plan. The
resulting changes didn’t appease him,
and Francis was unhappy with the new
Please turn to page 6
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>> Proust
continued from page 1
painting, as well as Karpeles’ introduction
to where you are in the plot. On the opposite page is a high-quality color reproduction of the piece.
On Page 156, for example, Karpeles describes the book’s narrator in a drawing
room full of people who don’t share his admiration for a Elstir, certain fictional artist.
Below this context is the translated passage
from Proust.
‘A masterpiece?’ cried M. de Norpois with
a surprised and reproachful air. ‘It makes no
pretence of even being a picture, it’s merely a
sketch.’ (He was right.) ‘If you label a clever
little thing of that sort “masterpiece,” what
will you say about Hebert’s Virgin or Dagnan-Bouveret?’
On the facing page are Hebert’s giltedged, dark-eyed Madonna and infant.
Flip forward to another introduction, another passage and a demure bowl of roses.
Flip backward and see a luminous tangle
of grapes, butterflies and geraniums. And
so on.
Designed as a reference tool as well as
a visual treat, a list of artists in the back includes minor references that the publisher
opted not to print. There one can learn that
only a single reference was made to Hebert
in Proust’s entire novel, whereas Sandro
Botticelli was mentioned seven times—six
of which are illustrated in Karpeles’ book.
It’s a spectacularly sweeping introduction to art history, as well as to Proust. Dip
into it as an unseasoned reader and you get
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(grade 8); and Ryan Dunbar (grade 8).

Kent Lake drowning
Zachary Baxter, a 27-year-old Novato
resident, was found drowned in Kent
Lake on Saturday morning. Baxter had
spent the night camping at the lake with
friends, although camping is not permitted there. They had been drinking, and
at some point during the night Baxter
hit his head and fell into the water. He
was not found until the morning. There
is no suspicion of foul play, according to
Marin County Coroner Investigator David Foehner.

Vegetation ecologist honored
Janet Klein, vegetation ecologist with
the Marin Municipal Water District
(MMWD), was named ‘land manager of
the year’ by the California Invasive Plant
Council. She received their Golden Weed
Wrench Award for her “tireless work” at
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a taste of the novel without the intimidation; dip into it as a scholar and even obscure details become vivid.
“It breaks the book down to digestible,
readable portions,” Karpeles said. “A 4,000
page novel is hugely intimidating to most
people, and they won’t approach it because
it’s too big or too daunting.”
Though Karpeles speaks reluctantly
about his accomplishments, compiling this
book is just the latest in a lifetime of daunting undertakings.
As a child growing up on the fringes
of New York City, he had an early facility with drawing and painting. His parents enrolled him in a program at the Art
Student’s League. From age eleven on, he
spent his weekend mornings painting and
his afternoons exploring the museums
of Manhattan.
Despite his attraction to art, Karpeles
described reading as his “salvation.” At 17, a
teacher introduced him to Proust—and he
was immediately hooked. “I knew from the
beginning that you could live in that world.
And I guess that’s what I was looking for:
an alternative universe.”
In college, Karpeles veered away from
his familiar practice of art and pursued the
life of a classical scholar. It seemed, to him,
more challenging. He went to Haverford
College and then to Oxford, where he studied ancient Greek for a year. But ultimately
art drew him back.
“It was in London that I finally decided
to be a painter,” Karpeles said, smiling. “It
was one painting. A Cezanne landscape.
That was my moment.”
From then on, he embraced painting as
his life’s work. A painting fellowship took
him to France for two years in his early 20s,

the council’s annual meeting. Klein is the
project manager for the vegetation management plan currently under development by the MMWD. The plan aims to
reduce wildfire risk, promote biodiversity
and control the spread of invasive nonnative plants such as broom, yellow star
thistle and pampas grass that are displacing native species on Mount Tamalpais.

Tomales High Football Playoffs
The Braves rallied for a 36-7 victory in
the North Coast Section Division V playoff game on Saturday, despite giving up a
65-yard touchdown run in the first quarter as well as a change in offensive tactics
by St. Bernard. The Crusaders tried an
unconventional A-11 formation consisting of three lineman and several receivers
and backs. Stan Moody received a season
high 33 carries, 176 of the team total of
304 yards and scored three touchdowns.
Quarterback JoJo Tucker completed 8 of
11 passes for 84 yards, including a touchdown pass to Brett Bell, winning him high
praise from Coach Feliciano for what
was ìhis best game of the year by far.î
The next round of the playoffs find the
Braves (8-2) battling St. Elizabeth (7-4),

Eric Karpeles of Bolinas is a Proust scholar and a painter. Photo by J. Charles.
where he lived in Cassis and Paris, and read
Proust in French for the first time.
Karpeles returned to spend a restless
half-decade in Manhattan before settling
on a farm in the rural rolling hills of Pennsylvania in 1984. There he built a barn-like
painting studio, where he worked for the
next two decades.
All of Karpeles’ canvases are large, but
his accomplishments include two monumental room-sized works: the Sanctuary
Project, designed to be a supportive space
for people touched by AIDS, led the Rockefellers to commission a nondenominational
Chapel of Hope and Remembrance. Both
are meditative swashes of color that speak
of galaxies, clouds or even the textures of
pavement, lichen, skin.
To stand in front of one of Karpeles’

canvases in the austere Bolinas studio
where he now works is to confront a wall
of color and emotion—dense and yet also
full of light. It can take him over a year to
finish a single painting, and the process of
time and thought is visible in each one’s
carefully balanced and refined chaos—an
observation that makes Karpeles think
of Proust.
“For him, art became a bulwark against
the ravages of time,” Karpeles said. “Paintings held time, and the world moved
around them.”

who cost them a win early in the season
beating Tomales 22-14 in pre-league play.
The game is at Tomales High School, Saturday night at 7 pm.

Abbots Lagoon trail is open

Cash for food banks
In response to increasing demand for
food assistance, the Marin Community
Foundation has given $20,000 grants to
the emergency food pantries at the San
Geronimo Valley Community Center and
at the Community Resource Center of
West Marin. These are two among a total
of 11 grants, totaling $250,000, which the
foundation gave to food programs in the
county this week.

New playground for Bo
The Bolinas-Stinson school finished
their new playground over the weekend,
with help from a crew of volunteers of all
ages. The new play area includes monkey
bars and a play structure. On Monday afternoon, young enthusiasts were swarming all over it, proudly examining the uncharted features. “I’ve never touched that,
or that, or that,” one boy exclaimed while
balancing on a wobbly round swing.

Karpeles will give a talk on his book—accompanied by slides and an actor reading
passages from In Search of Lost Time –at
7:30 p.m. at the Dance Palace. Contact Point
Reyes Books 663.1542 for details.

Construction on the popular one-milelong trail to Abbots Lagoon and North
Beach on the Point Reyes Peninsula is
now complete, and the trail is open to
the public. The enhancement project included building a 300-foot boardwalk to
reduce impacts to wetland habitat. Steep
sections were re-routed to allow better
visitor access and reduce erosion. The
project was funded in part by the Point
Reyes National Seashore Association,
which matched the park’s investment
of $50,000 with cash contributed by an
anonymous donor.

Call for artists
The Marin Arts Council is inviting artists to register now for their 2009 open
studios next May. Over 275 artists from
throughout the county will be selected to
be represented in the Open Studios, the
artist directory, Marin Magazine and online. Interested participants should sign
up by December 4 for a discounted registration fee. Final deadline for entry is
January 9. For more information and to
register, go to www.marinarts.org.

